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In a matter of a few short years, Matadero
Madrid has become one of Madrid’s most
characteristic landscapes.

mataderomadrid.org
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Matadero Madrid is the Centre for Contemporary Creation 
of the Department of Culture, Tourism and Sports of the 
Madrid City Council. Created in 2006 in the city’s former 
slaughterhouse and livestock market, it is a space of 
enormous value in terms of heritage and architecture.

Matadero occupies a part of the splendid complex of 
pavilions that was designed by architect Luis Bellido at the 
beginning of the 20th century: 48 buildings and 165,415 m2 
that were in use for almost six decades until 1995, when the 
industrial activities of the municipal slaughterhouse were 
transferred to Mercamadrid.N
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In 2005, the site was converted into a cultural centre and a 
series of architectural initiatives were undertaken in order to 
prepare the space as a venue for cultural activities. The site 
became a testing ground for architectural experimentation 
based on two clearly defined principles: on the one hand, the 
exterior envelope of each building had to be preserved and, 
on the other, all the projects had to be reversible to ensure 
that the spaces could be returned to their original state, 
if necessary. In this way, a series of works were carried 
out that succeeded in maintaining the traces of the past 
and respecting the heritage space to the greatest extent 
possible, while at the same time allowing the centre to  
host a wide range of cultural events.

The different refurbishment works at Matadero Madrid 
have aroused great interest around the world and have 
received such accolades as the prestigious Mies van der 
Rohe Award, as well as awards from the COAM, the FAD 
and the Spanish Architecture Biennial. Also of note is the 
role played by Matadero in the context of the Madrid Río 
Park, the architectural intervention in the area around the 
Manzanares River, which has received, among other awards, 
the International Architecture Award 2012 from the Chicago 
Athenaeum of Architecture and Design and the European 
Centre for Architecture Art Design and Urban Studies, the 
International Urban Design and Landscape Award granted 
by CICA, the International Committee of Architecture Critics 
as part of the 13th Buenos Aires Biennial; or the 2012 FAD 
Award in the City and Landscape category, among others.
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Arturo Franco and Fabrice van Teslaar, in collaboration 
with interior architect Diego Castellanos, are the authors of 
the refurbishment of 2,700 m2 of floor space intended for 
different uses.

As the building was in a state of ruin when they found it, the 
architectural project explored the possibilities of rehabilitating 
it and in fact provided a new perspective on how to intervene 
in the historical heritage in a way that reduces any such 
intervention to the bare minimum. The basic concept of the 
project was the search for a balance between showing respect 
for the identity of the place itself and the incorporation of new 
elements capable of transforming its functionality. To this end, 
they decided to use industrial materials in their raw state or 
with only minimal modifications.

The intervention won the Building Rehabilitation Award in the 
21st edition of the Urban Planning, Architecture and Public 
Works Awards 2006 of the Madrid City Council and in 2018 it 
received the COAM +10 Award.

Architect:
ARTURO FRANCO
Year of inauguration:
2007

NAVE 17: 
INFORMATION,
TERRARIO AND
NAVE UNA
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This rectangular 881 m2 space, the former cold store of the 
municipal slaughterhouse, retains its original architectural 
layout, consisting of 36 reinforced concrete pillars arranged 
in four rows thus dividing the space into five sections. Nine 
horseshoe arches rest on the pillars of the central nave, 
supporting a brick vault. This space still retains its original 
appearance and its original hydraulic tile floor, as well as 
signs of a fire that broke out in the 1990s. Characterised by 
its diaphanous structure of cantilevered arches and columns, 
the elements that give this space its intimate character have 
been conserved and consolidated thanks to a policy  
of minimum intervention.

UNINTERVENED SPACE
Year of inauguration:
2007

NAVE 0
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Central de Diseño’s work consisted of maintaining the 
strength of the constructive decomposition of the elements 
by incorporating recycled and recyclable materials: removable 
polycarbonate for the light wall, industrial panels made 
from recycled car bumpers on the floor, galvanised iron and 
glass. This L-shaped complex regularly hosts exhibitions, 
festivals and workshops, and its different rooms also house a 
classroom, offices and storage space.

Architect:
JOSÉ ANTONIO GARCÍA ROLDÁN
Year of inauguration:
2007

CENTRAL
DE 
DISEÑO
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This 5,900 m2 theatre complex (Naves 11 and 12) is the 
result of an interdisciplinary collaboration between theatre 
director Mario Gas, set designer Jean Guy Lecat (who has 
worked with Peter Brook in transforming a wide range of 
locations - a gas depot, a quarry or an abandoned factory 
- into extraordinary scenic spaces), technical set designer 
Francisco Fontanals, and municipal architect Emilio 
Esteras. Guided by the principles of reversibility, flexibility 
and versatility, the intervention endowed the space with 
myriad scenic configurations, introducing new elements and 
materials (polycarbonate and a scaffolding structure) that 
are juxtaposed to the existing ones and allow a clear reading 
of the interventions. A new space, Nave 10, was added to 
the theatre complex in 2009. Architect Justo Benito was in 
charge of its refurbishment.

Architect:
EMILIO ESTERAS, JUSTO BENITO
Year of inauguration:
2007

NAVES
DEL
ESPAÑOL
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This building consists of a multi-purpose space on the upper 
floor, called El Taller (The Workshop), and an office on the 
ground floor.

The architectural project is designed in such a way as to 
respect the original spatial configuration by intervening in a 
highly effective way using only a few elements. The interior 
spaces are clad with flat tiles that were recovered from the 
roof, which was in poor condition. The original tile roof was 
replaced and the entire inner space was reinforced by and 
finished with reclaimed wooden beams. The most innovative 
aspect of the work carried out is the fact that it is a bioclimatic 
project: the tiles contribute to the thermal, acoustic and 
sustainable comfort of the building, which has been reinvented 
with elements taken from the surrounding area.

Architect:
ARTURO FRANCO
Year of inauguration:
2010

EL TALLER AND  
LA OFICINA DE 
COORDINACIÓN
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Even though they are quite unique, Matadero Madrid is much 
more than just its buildings: it is also blessed with outdoor 
spaces that are just as interesting as the buildings themselves 
due to their size and urban quality.

The two large pedestrian spaces, Plaza Matadero and Calle 
Matadero, act as the cultural centre’s great agora and forum. 
They are two spaces that are open to the public and serve to 
articulate the distribution of the different institutions that 
coexist within Matadero. They can be accessed from different 
points: Plaza de Legazpi, Paseo de la Chopera, Junta de 
Arganzuela (the District Council) and Madrid Río Park.

Designed as a pedestrian precinct, Calle Matadero is paved 
with cobblestones and granite footpaths on the same level, 
ideal for visitors to enjoy a stroll and the fresh air.

Devoid of trees and unlike any other space in the city of 
Madrid, Plaza Matadero is a large, empty, open space that has 
become an iconic venue for large-scale outdoor activities such 
as concerts, festivals and markets.

Architects:
GINÉS GARRIDO, CARLOS RUBIO
Y FERNANDO PORRAS
Year of inauguration:
2011

PLAZA 
AND CALLE
MATADERO
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Nave 16 is a versatile space of more than 4,000 m2 divided 
into independent modules by large steel panels. As these 
panels can be moved by simply turning them, they ensure 
that the nave is multi-purpose and provide it with versatility 
in terms of lighting and ambience, making it adaptable to 
whatever activity is taking place inside.

In this way, the architectural project transformed the building 
into a large multi-purpose space and, at the same time, into a 
set of five smaller independent spaces.

The chromatism and texture of the tall steel panels stand 
in contrast to the tectonic and timeless character of the 
building’s stone and brick envelope. When the panels are 
opened, a characteristic structure of thin metal profiles  
can be appreciated inside the envelope.

Architects:
ALEJANDRO VIRSEDA,
JOSÉ IGNACIO CARNICERO
E IGNACIO VILA ALMAZÁN
Year of inauguration:
2011

NAVE 16
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The elevated water tank was restored and structurally 
reinforced in order to conserve what is one of the site’s most 
iconic elements. Freed of its original functionality, it is now a 
visual landmark and one of the cultural centre’s main elements 
of communication.

A new lighting system, the labelling of the tank and its 
transformation into a welcoming space define this public 
access to Matadero Madrid from Legazpi. A garden of 
selected plants has been laid out on a platform between the 
pillars of the tank’s shaft.

Architecs:
BCP INGENIEROS
(LUIS BENITO OLMEDA Y FRANCISCO
CALDERÓN), MARÍA LANGARITA
Y VÍCTOR NAVARRO
Year of inauguration:
2011

WATER TANK 
AND ACCESS 
TO LEGAZPI
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Covering an area of 2,688 m2, the work that was carried out 
on Cineteca Madrid managed to preserve the existing spatial 
structure which was transformed and distributed into five 
different spaces: two screening rooms, a film set, an archive 
and a canteen. There is also an outdoor terrace. The old 
and the new coexist in an atmosphere of half-light in which 
artificial LED lights and film screenings are of the essence. 
Worthy of mention within the complex are the baskets 
that have been woven from irrigation hoses to serve as a 
luminescent element that throws light onto the ceilings and 
walls of the screening rooms and the archive.

Architecs:
JOSÉ MARÍA CHURTICHAGA Y
CAYETANA DE LA QUADRA SALCEDO
Year of inauguration:
2011

CINETECA, 
ARCHIVE AND
CANTEEN
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The essential aim of this architectural project was to connect 
people, both the general public and professionals, as well 
as ideas, spaces and places. With their elongated design, 
Naves 13 and 14 are connected transversally by means of 
pre-stressed concrete beam bridges, creating a meeting 
point between the two structures. The Casa del Lector, which 
covers an area of rather more than 8,000 m2, hosts activities 
related to reading and literature in general, ranging from 
printed paper to new media and from the linguistic to the 
audiovisual, paying special interest to the role played by new 
technologies and media. In order to carry out its activities, the 
Casa del Lector has training rooms, a library and consultation 
area, workshops, rooms designed to encourage people to 
read, radio and TV sets, an exhibition room and an auditorium 
that can seat 300 people.

Architects:
ANTÓN GARCÍA ABRIL
Year of inauguration:
2012

CASA DEL 
LECTOR
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2012
• Nave 16 y Nave de Música 

(actualmente en proceso  
de rehabilitación).  
Finalistas de los premios 
FAD de Arquitectura.

• Cineteca y Archivo, y Nave 
16. Premios COAM

• Madrid Río. International 
Architecture Award 2012 
del Chicago Athenaeum of 
Architecture and Design; 
European Centre for 
Architecture Art Design and 
Urban Studies; Premio de 
Diseño Urbano y Paisajismo 
Internacional del Comité 
de Críticos de Arquitectura 
CICA, en el marco de la XIII 
Bienal de Buenos Aires; 
Premio FAD de Ciudad y 
Paisaje 2012, entre otros.

2013
• Nave de Música 

(actualmente en proceso 
de rehabilitación). Mención 
Especial del Premio Mies 
Van der Rohe (UE) Cineteca 
Madrid. Premio de la Bienal 
Española de Arquitectura en 
el apartado de reconversión 
y reutilización de edificios.

2014
• Matadero Madrid. 

Finalista Premio Europeo 
de Intervención en el 
Patrimonio Arquitectónico 
AADIPA en la categoría 
Intervención en el 
patrimonio construido.

2015
• Factoría Cultural 

(Actualmente Aulario de 
Nave 17). Premio COAM 

2018
• Rehabilitación Nave 

17C-Intermediae 
(Actualmente Nave 17). 
Premio COAM +10, 
destinado a obras que 
siguen siendo emblemáticas 
tras diez años.

PREMIOS

C
as

a 
de

l L
ec

to
r. 

Ve
st

íb
ul

o



N
av

e 
16



 Information
1 Water Tank / Placita
2 Matadero Box office
3 El Taller
4 Bicycle rental
5 Canteen
6 Cineteca
7 Central de Diseño
8 AVAM (Artistas Visuales
 Asociados de Madrid)
9 Nave 0. Exhibitions
10 Nave 17. Aulario
11 Nave 17. Terrario
12 Nave 17. Nave Una
13 Auditorium Fundación  
 Germán Sánchez Ruipérez
14 Casa del Lector
15 Plaza Matadero
16 Café Naves
17 Naves del Español en Matadero  
 / Sala Fernando Arrabal – Nave 11
18 Naves del Español en Matadero  
 / Sala MaxAub – Nave 10
19 Nave 16. Exhibitions
20  Nave 16. Inmersive 

experience center  
MAD box office

21  Nave 16. Artistic  
residencies center

How to arrive:

 L3 & L6

EMT buses: 6, 8, 18, 19, 45, 78 & 148

The complex can also be reached by train 
(Cercanías). The closest station is Embajadores, 
located 1,3 kilometers away from Matadero 
Madrid. The neighboring Plaza de Legazpi has  
a permanent taxi stop.

L3 y L6

Autobuses EMT: 6, 8, 18, 19, 45, 78 y 148

Cómo Llegar:

UBICACIONES

 Punto Info
1 Depósito / Placita
2 Taquilla Matadero
3 El Taller
4 Alquiler de bicicletas
5 Cantina
6 Cineteca
7 Central de Diseño
8 AVAM (Artistas Visuales
 Asociados de Madrid)
9 Nave 0. Exposiciones
10 Nave 17. Aulario
11 Nave 17. Terrario
12 Nave 17. Nave Una

1

5
6 7

18 17

8

3
2

4

También es posible acceder al complejo en Cercanías. La parada 
más cercana es la de Embajadores, situada a 1,3 kilómetros de 
Matadero Madrid. La vecina Plaza de Legazpi cuenta con una pa-
rada permanente de taxi.

13 Auditorio Fundación Germán 
 Sánchez Ruipérez
14 Casa del Lector
15 Plaza Matadero
16 Café Naves
17 Naves del Español en Matadero /
 Sala Fernando Arrabal –Nave 11
18 Naves del Español en Matadero /
 Sala MaxAub – Nave 10
19 Nave 16. Exposiciones
20 Nave 16. Centro de experiencias inmersivas.
 Taquilla MAD
21 Nave 16. Centro de residencias artísticas
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LOCATIONS

Plaza de Legazpi, 8 
Access

Paseo de la Chopera, 14 Access

Madrid Río Acess

C
asa del Reloj Access

N
ave de Terneras Access



MATADERO MADRID
Plaza de Legazpi, 8
28045 Madrid (España)

T. +34 913 184 670
info@mataderomadrid.org

mataderomadrid.org

OPENING TIMES
OPEN AIR SPACES
Plaza Matadero | Calle Matadero | Placita
Free entrance
Regular hours: Monday to Sunday 9am to 10pm
From 10pm onwards, the entrance and exit to and from the site will be 
through the Plaza de Legazpi access

INFORMATION POINT
Paseo de la Chopera, 14
Monday to Sunday 9:30am to 9:30pm

EXHIBITIONS
Nave 16. Exhibitions, Nave 0, Nave 17, Nave Una
Free entrance until maximum capacity is reached*
Capacity subject to current regulations
Tuesday to Thursday 5pm to 9pm. Closed on Mondays
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and holidays from 12 noon to 9pm.
* Except for Madrid Artes Digitales exhibitions
Centre for Immersive Experiences MAD (Madrid Artes Digitales)
Monday from 4pm to 8:45pm
Tuesday to Thursday from 10am to 8:45pm
Fridays and Saturdays from 10am to 9:45pm
Sundays from 10am to 8:45pm

BOX OFFICE
Located in front of the water tank, access Plaza de Legazpi
Tuesday to Sunday 4:30pm to 8:30pm or until the beginning of the activity
T. 913 184 528
Online tickets: tienda.madrid-destino.com


